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FAKE NEWS AND MISINFORMATION

It is reassuring to hear the Year 5 children confidently explain that not everything you read or
hear is true and that some online content is deliberately created just to mislead. Fake news is
on the increase and it is worth having a conversation with your children to assist the
development of their digital literacy and critical thinking skills, and help them distinguish
between fact and fiction online. Get support for this conversation from the internetmatters.org
info pages.

https://www.internetmatters.orag/resources/tackling-fake-news-misinformation-advice-for-
parents/

Stay safe,

Tom Burke

Computing Lead
Twitter account: @EducatelCT
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Bookmark the LEPS Computing Portal on your home computers and tablets
to ensure your children can access amazing home learning resources!*
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*Access to resources dependent on year groups.
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Tackling
fake news &
misinformation:

Advice to support children

and young people

Get support to help children develop
their digital literacy and critical thinking
to spot the difference between fact and
fiction online.

What is fake news?

Faks news is the spreading of news stories online that are
imvented, distort the facts, or are not news at all, but made
to ook as if they are.

Why do people create it?

Those who oaate fake news may be looking to get people
to click on tha link to promote advertising, encourage people
to buy something or persuade them to support a point of view:

Thera are also times when news organisations may make
a mistake and primt something which is later revealed to

2in5

[43%) of 12-158 who
go online said they

Growth of fake news “

Although fake news has ahways existed,
imcreasingly those creating 'fake news' are
making it more difficult to spot. At tirmes
even well-established news organisations
find themselves reporting on stories based
on false information due to the nature of the
anline world

had seen sormething
onlime or on social
media they thought

was fake news

With so much information coming from
a wide range of sources, it can be hard to
know which are trustworthsy.
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How can fake news
impact children and
young people?

* [t can lead children and young people to
believe something about the world that can

hawve a negative impact on their wellbeing
*  [Fakie news soimetimes may target minority A

groups and spread hate

which can have real world conseguences e
* |t can cause children to be confused about -y

what they see online and anxious about being “'

misled to believe something that isn't true

Strategies to help children develop
critical and digital literacy

Talk to them: Read:

Children rely more on their family Mary people share stories they
than social media for their news don't actually read. Encourage
so talk to them abkout what is children to read bevond the
going an. It's also helpful to talk headline and if they do spot
about how thie information they something, not to share it bt
sae online is created =o they havea to help set the record straight

a better understanding of the
m intentions behind it. Check:

Share guick and easy ways to
check the reliability of information.
This could be doing a search to
diouble check who the author & and
hiow credible they are, seeing if the
information is available on reputable
sites and using good fact-checking
websites to get mone information.

It's alzo warth talking to them about
spaim, and the possibility that some
af the adverts that thesy come across
miight also be fake

Get Involved:
Digital literacy is about participation.

Teach children to be honest, vigilamt
and creative digital citizens.
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